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“ I ’m  so  jea lous  o f  you . ”  These  were  among the  
f i r s t  words  Rabb i  Dav id  Aaron  sa id  to  us  a f te r  we  a r r i ved  a t  
Oray ta .  He  was  re fe r r ing  to  the  amaz ing  po ten t ia l  i nheren t  in  
the  year  ahead  o f  us .  
 
As  I  sa t  on  the  p lane  on  my way  to  Te l  Av iv  I  was  f i l l ed  w i th  
so  much  exc i tement .  Sure ,  I  was  k ind  o f  nervous ,  bu t  my  
mind  was  a l igh t  w i th  though ts  o f  the  jou rney  I  was  abou t  to  
embark  on .  For  many  o f  us ,  th i s  i s  ou r  f i r s t  rea l  tas te  o f  
i ndependence .  We ’ re  leav ing  our  homes,  and  a l l  the  sa fe t ies  
and  comfor ts  tha t  come w i th  them.  Bu t  more  than  tha t ,  we  
a re  beg inn ing  to  lea rn  what  our  t rue  capab i l i t i es  a re .  
 
No th ing  i s  more  eye  open ing  than  sudden ly  hav ing  to  c rea te  
fo r  yourse l f  the  amen i t ies  you  en joyed  a t  home.  And  when 
you  succeed ,  no th ing  i s  more  sa t i s fy ing .  I t  makes  you  fee l  as  
i f  no th ing  can  ho ld  you  back .  And  w i th  th is  fee l ing  we can  
beg in  to  go  ou t  in to  the  wor ld  and  lea rn  and  exp lo re .  We can  
and  w i l l  exper ience  as  much  as  poss ib le  in  the  coming  year ,  
by  ourse lves  and  w i th  the  Oray ta  s ta f f  to  he lp  us .  
 
Shabbat  Sha lom!  
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